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Project background  
Each year, the Seattle Department of Transportation paves arterial streets in poor condition to make 

them safer and smoother and to extend their useful life. This year, we’ll repave: 

• About 1 mile of 15th Ave S between S Spokane St and S Angeline St  

• A section of S Spokane St between S Columbian Way and 18th Ave S 
 
We’ll also make changes to the intersection of 15th Ave S and S Columbian Way. 
 
On February 26, 2020, we hosted an event for the community to learn about the paving and intersection 
improvements along 15th Ave S.  

 

Event summary 
The 15th Ave S Improvements project 

hosted a 1.5-hour public meeting on 

February 26, 2020, at Mercer 

International Middle School. The key 

objectives of the event were to share 

information about the paving of 15th 

Ave S and the revised design for the 

15th Ave S and S Columbian Way 

intersection, answer questions from 

community members, and share 

information about the schedule and 

scope of construction. The meeting 

included a presentation (Appendix 1.5), 

display boards (Appendix 1.1) and roll 

plots (Appendix 1.4) for the public to 

engage with, in addition to a factsheet 

(Appendix 1.7) for attendees to take 

home with them. 

 

Event objectives also included: 

• Raising awareness of the new 

intersection design 

• Raising awareness of what the 

public can expect during 

construction  

• Providing a chance to meet and 

engage with the project team 

• Providing information on how 

to stay involved with the project 

(during final design and 

construction) 

Community members at Mercer International Middle School for the 
February 26 public meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

American 
Sign 
Language 
interpreter 
(left) signs 
with event 
attendee 
before the 
SDOT 
presentation  
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Event promotion 
We promoted the public meeting through the following 

methods: 

• Mailers to homes in the Beacon Hill area (Appendix 

1.2). The mailer included options for requesting an 

interpreter for Spanish, Tagalog, Korean, Vietnamese, 

and Somali  

• Emails or phone calls to key stakeholders, as well as 

one-on-one briefings 

• Email invitations to project listserv  

• Door-to-door notification to businesses in the project 

area 

• Project webpage updates 

• SDOT Facebook post 

• SDOT blog post  

Event accommodations   
We provided the following accommodations at the public meeting: 

• Americans with Disabilities Act-compliant venue that was easily accessible by transit 

• American Sign Language, Chinese, Vietnamese, and Spanish interpretation  

We offered an evening event to accommodate different schedules of students, parents, and people who 

work during typical business hours.  

 

Feedback summary  
We provided comment cards for 

attendees to give feedback, in addition to 

a Q&A session at the end of the event 

presentation. We also invited attendees 

to leave comments on the roll plots. We 

received about 20 comment cards 

(Appendix 1.3), 30 questions at the 

conclusion of the presentation (Appendix 

1.6), and 45 comments on the roll plots 

(Appendix 1.4). The 3 most common 

themes were safety and security, 

pedestrian crossings and sidewalks, and 

buses.  

Please see the appendices to view comments from event attendees.  

 

Outreach snapshot  

• Over 3,500 mailers sent 

to project area addresses 

• Over 400 invitation 

emails sent through the 

project listserv 

• Over 90 comments were 

collected from comment 

forms, meeting Q&A and 

the roll plots 
 

Event attendees provide feedback on the roll plots 
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Appendix 1.1 
Display boards 

  

Project team member and event attendee review the display boards and discuss intersection 
improvements 
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Appendix 1.2 
Mailer and mailing area map 

*Actual event time was different than the mailer showed 
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Mailer 
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Mailing area map  



 

13 
  

 

Appendix 1.3 

 

Comment card, written responses, and transcribed 

comments  

 
 

Event attendees fill out comment forms and listen to the presentation 
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15th Ave S Improvements Project  
Public Meeting  

COMMENT FORM 
 

 
Name (optional): 
 
Email (optional): 
 
Please share your comments, questions, or concerns below: 
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Transcribed comments 

Area Comment 

15th Ave S and Spokane 

St 

Please prohibit left turns from northbound 15h Ave S to 

westbound Spokane St. Traffic backs up (cars are supposed to use 

Columbian Way. Concern about getting rid of the (shoulder?) at 

the top of the hill at 15th and Columbian. (The rest of the 

comment is illegible) 

Oregon and 15th Ave S Add a 30-foot "no parking" zone on eastbound Oregon at 15th 

Avenue S. 2) Improve pedestrian crossing of 15th Ave S at S 

Angeline. Add flashing lights. 3) Eliminate left turns from 

northbound 15th Ave to westbound Spokane St. 

15th Ave S and S 

Columbian Way (south) 

Vegetable stand needs a place for trucks 

Columbian Way towards 

15th Ave S from Beacon 

Ave 

Columbian Way towards 15th Ave S from Beacon Ave - Will we still 

be able to turn left onto Angeline? Is there any way restore a small 

turn lane right there? Crucial pathway 

15th Ave S I support slowing down traffic! I am a new bike commuter and 

15th was very frightening with the traffic going very fast and no 

protection and obstacles in the bike lane. The improvements look 

good. More and better pedestrian crossings up and down 15th 

would be my only request. 
 

The SDOT bike booklet needs to be updated, Pronto still on there.  

Bike lanes that are not maintained to a high standard become 

unusable. Bikes will then have to enter car traffic when cars don't 

expect because there appears to be a bike lane.  

Keep working it. What you do matters. We are all going to get 

there  

I echo the comment that if you slow down cars on one street, i.e. 

15th, cars will bail onto side streets, i.e. 14th, and they often won’t 

be going residential speeds.  

Love Flip Your Trip/got to get people out of their car. There's a 

world out there you can't enjoy from your mobile metal coffin. 
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15th Ave S Can a bus lane on 15th Ave S be added in and retain two lanes?  

Pedestrian flashing crosswalk at Snoqualmie  

Pave Snoqualmie between 15th and Columbian  

Art/beautification on concrete  

 

Please address Snoqualmie  

Oregon and 15th Ave S When there's construction ahead, place signs about disruption far 

enough ahead that drivers can choose another route. If you're 

feeling generous, give me more than one warning. I've seen 

countless instances over the past 20 years of only finding "workers 

ahead" once I'm already seeing them at work. It feels like a major 

"screw you driver" from the city - ALL THE TIME. I have never seen 

effective detour and closure signage here. I've recommended it 

endlessly.  

 

 

Stop making it all about bikes. I had a bad accident: it's not an 

option for me. Incidentally, the light at Oregon doesn't change 

until I've driven a little into the crosswalk. The light on Spokane 

and 15th doesn't register my little Prius to prompt N.S. light unless 

I rock up and track multiple times. I have the same problem on 

Columbian seeking to cross MLK. I've sat through tree rotations (N-

S lights go through their cycle, then do it again, without ever 

prompting the light I want)  

 

 

We need more frequent buses if they're to be our only option. 

Never again put bus stops where traffic can't drive past. Tried to 

find on map but couldn't. There's one ridiculous stop opposite Red 

Apple and another for Jeff, the peninsulas do nothing but stop 

traffic. Have you considered smaller shuttle buses to light rail 

stops?  

 

 

You need to pay attention to how to how the tree canopy obscures 

signage. School zone signs are often behind trees. Intersections 

only have one sign instead of four, and they are usually behind 

trees  
 

Adonis - Thanks for keeping cool and courteous despite some of 

the emotionally laden questions/comments. Thanks for democracy 

at work in a community gathering like this. 
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VA Hospital and school 

zone 

Be sure to leave space for emergency vehicles to get through (and 

for cars to pull over and let them through) i especially since the 

area is close to the VA and fire station. An example of "bad" is the 

"new " roadway on Swift Ave that has bike posts all along it. 

Emergency vehicles can't get through and cars can't pull out of the 

way to let them through due to the bike posts. 

VA Hospital and school 

zone 

Better signage for school zone. Signage at the VA hospital about 

how to get back on I5. 

VA Hospital and school 

zone 

Looks lots better - Nice work! Thanks. Better for all travelers - foot, 

bike, car, bus. Needs good signage on routes to I-5 from VA 

Hospital. Folks from VA facility are often from outlying 

communities and need extra help returning to I-5. 
 

Thanks for listening to people's comments and making these 

improvements. Good job! Just concerned about how traffic will 

flow during construction. Not looking forward to that. 

15th Ave S and S 

Columbian Way (south) 

McPhearsons will need safe large truck loading and unloading 

zones  

S Snoqualmie St/Columbian Way/VA hospital - A huge backup 

forms every morning for people trying to get to the VA hospital. A 

slight realignment and extension of the VA Hospital Dr to 

Snoqualmie could eliminate this.  

A lot of drivers try to pass on the right on northbound Columbian 

way using the 15th Ave S northbound through lanes. Suggest 

adding a lane curb to divide NB 15th from NB Columbian Way left 

turn traffic to deter this. 
 

SDOT is dishonest about feedback from meetings. As with previous 

meetings, what gets shown as "What we heard" was not the 

original feedback, but what SDOT wants to do, and some key 

feedback is not listed. 
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15th Ave S Thank you for adjusting the 15th Ave/Oregon design. I am happy 

to see you tried to incorporate the needs and opinions of lots of 

different groups. As a resident who primarily walks and biked 

through these intersections, here are my concerns:  

Increase crosswalk safety at 15th Ave and Spokane, specifically 

crossing the slip lane.  

Increase pedestrian safety at south Snoqualmie by adding a 

crosswalk over 15th Ave, have a sidewalk along Snoqualmie.  

Generally, work on decreasing speed of cars along 15th and S 

Columbian (narrowing streets, etc.)  

 

Thank you again for working on this project for so long. New 

design seems to take the needs of more stakeholders and answers 

a lot of the original concerns. 
 

1 car per green, just like freeway entrance. Put in school drop-off 

area. 

Oregon and 15th Ave S I'm curious how the signal will work at Oregon and 15th. I'm 

familiar with how it works now but with bikes trying to get from 

southbound 15th to southbound Columbian. I'd start getting 

concerned about cars turning right on red. Wondering if there is 

any consideration for a pedestrian and bike only phase or 

restricting right on red. 
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Appendix 1.4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roll plots and comments 

 

 

Event attendees add comments to the roll plot maps 
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Roll plot comments 

Location Comment 

S Spokane St between 16th Ave S and 

15th Ave S 

Please encourage westbound traffic into left lane. Evening 

rush hour makes it impossible to get into my home at the 

corner of 15th Ave S and S Spokane St, and all houses 

between 16th Ave S and 15th Ave S 

Add a sidewalk on the south side of S Spokane St between 

15th Ave S and 16th Ave S 

15th Ave S and S Spokane St Change traffic timing signals at 15th and Spokane from 10 pm 

- 5 am to flashing yellow W/B and flashing red N/B. Noise 

from waiting at 2:00 am wakes me. 

Please move metro bus stop to SE corner of 15th Ave S and S 

Spokane St. Add a bus cut out for the moved bus stop.  

Add "No right turn on red" on SB 15th onto S Spokane St, to 

avoid filling up and blocking upstream W/B traffic. Takes me 

30 minutes to get into my driveway from 16th to 15th.  

No left turn NB 15th Ave S to WB Spokane St 

Please... No left turn from NB 15th Ave to S Spokane 

Westbound 

Safe pedestrian crossing at the 15th Ave S and Spokane 

intersection (on south side) 

Sidewalk and sliplane along slip lane and jefferson park floods 

and is commonly overgrown. Needs better drainage and 

maintenance.  

S Spokane St and Hinds Pl S Add a physical barrier to prevent left turns onto Hints Pl S 

from S Spokane S 

S Spokane St and 14th Ave S Add "No left turn" for semi-trucks uphill (EB S Spokane) 

Frequently get stuck 

15th Ave S and S Columbian Way 

(North) 

Many years of commuting South on 15th to Georgetown. 

Transition across Columbian Way is critical and dangerous. 

Clear traffic signage needed so cars are aware of bikes 

This shortcut (referring to right turn from SB 15th to NB 

Columbian) is critical during incumbent weather 

Pedestrian crossing improvement  
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15th Ave S between S Bradford St 

and S Dakota St  

Suggested lane dividing curb leading up to 15th and 

Columbian intersection to deter dangerous last minute lane 

changes trying to turn left down Columbian Way 

Maybe add physical separation S Columbian traffic and 15th S 

NB 

Better idea: get rid of gore (or make much smaller) 80% of 

traffic wants to go onto S Columbian, make it easier. Make 

NB 15th less obvious  

S Dakota St, west of 15th Ave S  No parking - yes, no parking 

No parking - gets jammed up when light is red 

15th Ave S between S Dakota St and 

S Nevada St 

Protected southbound bike lane between S Dakota St and S 

Nevada St 

S Nevada St, west of 15th Ave S No parking within 30 feet  

15th Ave S and S Columbian Way 

(South) 

Bus lane on southbound 15th  

Southbound 15th will back up during busy times 

Clearly mark no left turn on southbound 15th 

No right at red from NB 15th to SB Columbian to protect kids 

Art on peninsula 

Truck access to fruit stand 

Put shelters on bus stops 

Move cross walk back (direction of "back" not specified) 

Wide turn caution (referring to trucks on Columbian) 

Consider traffic light phasing and or restricting right on red 

Need safe truck unloading for MacPhearson's delivery  

15th Ave S and Oregon St  No parking within 30 feet of corner along Oregon St (x3) 

15th Ave S and S Snoqualmie St 4-way stop 

Needs a safe pedestrian crossing 

Need clear marking to show skew in street  

Needs crosswalks  

This is a neighborhood access point for the chief Sealth Trail 

and we need a safe crossing here. A pedestrian light would be 
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great. Crossing here is on a rise and the intersection needs a 

light 

Need sidewalks on Snoqualmie now that it's a primary path 

from Columbian way to 15th Ave S southbound  

Improve Snoqualmie. Possible extend VA Hospital Dr to 

Snoqualmie. Traffic and uneven pavement 

No sidewalk on north side of Snoqualmie 

Sign that road curves and a flashing light 

15th Ave S between S Snoqualmie St 

and S Angeline S 

Can we get a shelter at this (east) bus stop or at least the 

other side? 

15th Ave S and Angeline St Improve pedestrian safety at Angeline St crossing. Flashing 

lights 
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Appendix 1.5 

  

Presentation 

Presentation Q&A 
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Appendix 1.6 
Q&A comments  
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Question/comment Response in the room 

"This" (what was presented by SDOT) "is what 

you wanted to hear, not what you heard" 

 

Will construction impact school, when it starts 

in the fall? 

There are ways to minimize those impacts. SDOT 

can make contract specifications about the phase 

of work. 

These are things that were said in earlier 

rounds of community meetings and feedback 

that are not reflected in SDOT's presentation: 

volume of traffic; there should be no plaza; 

keep the left turn from Oregon. Instead of 

hearing, you're just telling us what you're doing 

in a gracious way. 

1. For safety reasons, the city does not want traffic 

moving at high speeds through the area 

2. There is no plaza in the new design. 

3. The left turn was maintained. 

Representing the school traffic safety 

committee: There have been hundreds of 

speeding tickets issued in the area near the 

school. We want cars to be slowed in the area, 

to help protect children. 

 

At Oregon and 15th, where the new apartment 

building is, there is no 30-foot "no parking" 

buffer approaching the corner. Cars get backed 

up or stuck trying to approach or leave the 

curb, and pedestrians can't see around the 

parked cars. Can a 30-foot "no parking" sign be 

added there? 

 

At 15th and Spokane, going north, there should 

be a "no left turn" sign for cars attempting to 

go west on Spokane. 

 

 
Improvements needed @ 15th/Snoqualmie 

 
Were bus lanes considered on SB 15th, north + 

south of Oregon St? 

Some of the lanes seem to be up to 14 feet 

wide -- too wide, like lanes on the highway. Will 

the lane widths be maintained in this project? 

The widest lanes as part of this project will likely be 

12 feet. 

Have concerns about safety when it comes to 

the signals, and the timing of signals. Buses 

have trouble moving through the area, and 

they should be able to get where they're going. 

We are working on the signal timing so that kids 

are safe. We met with the Mercer principal, who 

suggested that SDOT do a site visit after school, to 

see how kids move through the area. 
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Parents bringing their kids to and from school 

are having a difficult time. You should observe 

after-school pick-up. 

Consider I-5 traffic coming into the 

neighborhood. Buses can't get proceed and are 

blocking intersections. Take that into 

consideration with the timing of signals. 

 

How much of 15th will have the 25 mph speed 

limit? 

We will get back to you on that. 

The existing intersection is confusing. I liked the 

previous design, but I'm OK with this one. I 

want 15th Ave S to be slower. If the bus stop is 

moved, will a student be able to get across 

from west to east? There should be good 

sequencing of the pedestrian signals so that 

people aren't stuck on the peninsula for long. 

 

Is there someone we can contact directly? Who 

is the personal contact to hold SDOT 

accountable? 

You can call our project hotline and email our 

project email. Adonis Ducksworth is the SDOT lead 

to the public. 

The design helps with getting out of the 

neighborhood, but you need to address how 

we're going to get back in to the neighborhood. 

There will be no westbound left turn from 

Columbian. 

Will there be improvements at S Snoqualmie St 

for pedestrians? Cars are coming that way to 

get back into the neighborhood. 

We hear feedback about that. 

On Dakota, on the west side of 15th, there is a 

problem with parking related to the alley. 

There should be no parking there.  

 

The crossing at Snoqualmie needs attention. It's 

a connection to the Chief Sealth Trail and a 

major pedestrian access point. There is also a 

hill there, that reduces visibility for pedestrians 

and drivers, as well as a slight turn in the road. 

There should be pedestrian safety 

improvements there. We appreciate the safety 

improvements to help slow things down at the 

15th and Columbian intersection, but more 

work is needed at Snoqualmie. 
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People leaving hte VA are turning left illegally, 

from Columbian onto Oregon. There needs to 

be better signage to prevent that. Work with 

the people at the VA to ensure visitors know 

how to get back from the VA onto I-5 safely. 

 

Concerns about the 15th and Spokane 

intersection: The slip lane from northbound 

15th onto eastbound Spokane is dangerous. 

Drivers have limited vision of oncoming traffic 

and can't slow down in time. Maybe there 

should be better signage and a stop sign.  

We are putting in a curb bulb there, so people 

won't fly up to the crossing. We can look into the 

visibility issue. 

When you slow down traffic on 15th and on 

Columbian, consider how people will divert to 

side streets. 

 

If you are changing the lane channelization, 

make sure the signage is clear and back far 

enough along the road so that people can 

anticipate what they need to do. People aren't 

warned soon enough before they get to the 

school zone. Signage should be more clear, 

more abundant, and in advance [on 15th Ave 

S]. 

 

At 15th and Spokane, drivers are violating a no-

left-turns sign that is there. They cut onto 14th 

and do a U-turn at Court. This should be 

prevented. 

 

There is a Safe Route to School with rapid 

flashing beacon at 16th and Jefferson Park, but 

it's hard to access as a pedestrian because 

there is a lack of sidewalks. 

We are adding a sidewalk and handrail in that area. 

There is no crosswalk for pedestrians across the 

slip lane at 15th and Spokane. 

 

Were bus lanes considered going south on 

15th? Traffic gets slowed down because cars 

can't go around the buses. 

The road there is still wide enough for a bus to pull 

over and a car to go around. 

The owner of MacPherson's is concerned about 

his loading zones and delivery trucks being able 

to access the business. 

The MacPherson's load zone will not be impacted. 
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On Columbian, going northbound, there is tree 

overgrowth that obscures the flashing signs 

near the school. Can that be trimmed and 

maintained? 

 

Representing Beacon Hill Safe Streets: Make 

the Spokane and 15th intersection as safe as 

you can. 
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Appendix 1.7 
Fact sheet  
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